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THE MISSISSIPPI RENEWAL FORUM

“Out of this terrible tragedy, beyond all imagination,
comes our opportunity, and | beg you not to let
Mississippi miss it. All of us are responsible.
I'm determined we will not fail to
seize this opportunity.”

—Governor Haley Barbour in a speech

before a special session of the state legislature,
September 27, 2005.
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Over 7 days, officials from 11 cities worked with 100 national
professionals and 120 local planners and architects to prepare
renewal and rebuilding plans.

Organizers—The Governors Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding
& Renewal and the Congress for New Urbansim

Funders—The Knight Foundation, Jim Barksdale, & In-Kind

Services (no public funds) MOSS POINT REBUILDING &
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Planning in the post-Katrina environment. Most of the city’s residents escaped
catastrophic damage but roodlng Was S|gn|f|cant and Wldespread and the
rules of ¥ EESIENE ] it g
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Main Street
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Images from the city’s past provided inspiration to the planning team.
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In the post-industrial future, the city’s
competitiveness will be shaped by its
ability to retain and attract talent,
improve place quality, offer amenities,
and adopt an entrepreneurial style of
governance.
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Leveraging natural and locational assets is fundamental to the plan’s

[ ] 100Year Fiood Areas (Existing)
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VISION & DIRECTION
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A BRIGHT FUTURE

... a city on the mend, ready to
leverage assets, tackle problems, and
emerge from Katrina’'s wake a more
livable, beautiful, just, and sustainable
community.
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A NEW DIRECTION

... the plan defines the logical next
steps in the city’s efforts to capitalize
on the riverfront, revitalize downtown,
stabilize neighborhoods, and attract
sustainable forms of development and

Investment.
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PROPOSALS

REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
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PROPOSALS

LIVABLE NEIGHBORHOODS
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PROPOSALS

GUIDED GROWTH IN ESCATAWPA

Provide a framework for sustainable
neighborhood development and renewal in
Escatawpa north of I-10. Support the
development of a new village on high ground
north of I1-10 on the west side of Route 63
designed to include a limited service hotel,
restaurants, neighborhood shops, elderly
housing, townhouses, and cottages.
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Woater & Flood Zones. The proposed location for Escatawpa  Parks, Squares & Preserves. Plans call for a new village Neighborhood Restructuring. Flans call for the creation
Villege (red circle) is one of the few remaining areas in the City green as the centerbiece of the village with preserved areas along  of Escatawpa Village along a new road (red line) linking Highways
with large, contiguotis undeveloped properties outside existing and  streams, wetlands, and Highway 63. New neighborhood parks and 613 and 63. Infill lots and neighborhood public spaces are pro-
proposed flood zones. squares are recommended as amenities in existing and developing  posed for underdeveloped lands in the vicinity of the village.

neighborhoods surrounding the village.
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Escatawpa Plan Proposals

At the entry ta the village are a row of small shops bravid-
ing neighborhood-sacled retail and professional services.
Parking for the shobs is located mid-block

and screenad from public view.

Avillage green framed by townhouses and elderly housing
provides a place for informal sodalizing and
neighborhood events and activities,

A site in the heart of the village is reserved
for a new civic or religious building.

A new irregular giid of neighborhood streets provides
internal access and finks to the existing but incomplete
network of neighborhood streets,

Food prone areas at the neighborhood's edge provide
carridors for wildlife movement, natural drainage, flood
contral, and transitions between existing

and new neighborfioods,
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PROPOSALS

KREOLE RENEWAL

Ensure the Kreole neighborhood survives and
thrives through the initiation of a comprehensive
renewal program. Central to the effort should
be the development of new housing on
underutilized sites to increase affordability and
opportunities for home ownership, aging-in-
place (retirement housing), and movement out
of areas prone to flooding.
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Post Katrina Images of the Kreole
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Woater & Flood Zones. [arge areas of Kreole are within the
limits of 100-year flood areas (lighter blue) as indicated on FEMA
Flood Insurance Rate Maps. These areas were heavily damaged
during Katrina and have flooded intermittently during majer rain

for the past several decades.
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Parks, Squares & Preserves. Plans call for the creation of a

modest village green ot the intersection of Martin Luther King Bou-
levard and Mill Street (large red circle), a site for a civic building on
Kreole (small red circle), the creation of a greenway and trail along
the railroad tracks on Mill (red line), a series of new neighborhiood

parks and squares, and the creation of a natural preserve in areas
most prone to flooding.
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Neighborhood Restructuring. To broaden housing op-
tions in the neighborhood and provide obportunities for relocation
outside flood prone areas, the plan includes new townhouse lots
surrounding the village green and new cottage lots along existing
proposed neighborhiood sireets.
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Kreole Plan Proposals

The new village green on Martin Luther King Boulevard—
framed by townhouses, g small cafe or market, and eldetly
housing—provides a place for informal sodializing,
neighborhood events, and community celebrations,

New cottages glong existing and probosed streets
serve gs receiving sites for individuals and families
opting to move out of flood prone dreds.

A new civic building serves as a meeting place for the

community and g gateway to Kreole Park & Preserve

As relocations occur, properties in flood prone areas
become part of the Kreole Fark and Preserve, g primarily
naturdl area with restored wetlands, hiling and bilking trais,
and space for recreation fodifities.

A new neighborhood, centered on a triongular park,
serves gs another receiving site for those
moving out of flood prone areas.
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View across the village square on Martin Luther
King.
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PROPOSALS

DOWNTOWN REGENERATION

Re-establish downtown as a lively, beautiful, walkable
precinct with shops and restaurants, a wider range of
housing opportunities; new civic buildings above flood
proposed flood elevation; and new public spaces for
community events and activities. Create a critical mass
of activity by favoring downtown locations for eco- and
heritage tourism and educational facilities.
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... t0 80’ curb to curb dimension and no provision for pedestrian crossing.
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From compact, walkable, and memorable to fragmented,
unwalkable, and easily forgotten.

MOSS POINT REBUILDING &
RENEWAL



- % (1 L] _:
Ik =
'] 3 T
S ¥ b s.
5 Y boE - a N <
3 : ﬁ." ke bl .""-. ¢}

L) . :
¥ /
'\"—
-,
A’

Initial discussions focused on ideas for relocating city facilities outside
limits of advisory flood elevations and using space for an expanded
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Water & Flood Zones. This diagram shows existing open
water (darker biue) and the limits of 100-year flood areas (lighter
blue) as indicated on FEMA Fiood Insurance Rate Maps. Most

of downtown, including the proposed site for @ new City Hall (red
circle} falls beyend the existing limits as well as above 14" elevation.

Parks, Squares & Preserves. Plans call for the creation of
a new town square at the intersection of Main Street and Denny
(red circle) and the realignment of Denny to copture additional
space for the waterfront park.

Neighborhood Restructuring. Plan interventions are
concentrated on the city-owned block east of Main Street and the
sites fronting Main Street north of Post Office Street.
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Downtown Plan Proposals

A new marinag and bait stand mark the
northern gateway to downtown.

New housing and shops overlook Main Street and the river
Farking is provided in convenient mid-block focations.

Denny Street is realigned 1o capture
additional space for the riverfront park

Main Street s narrowed, and redesigned with on-street park-
ing, a median reservation to alfow for future streetcar, signals
at oross streets, cross walks, street fights, and benches.

An environmentalfcultural eduction facility anchors the east
end of riverfront park

New housing with shops and cafes on
the ground floor overlook the park

Fublic access to the river extends east around

the maring to o new park

A new City Hall on the dty-owned block
faces onto a new town square

A new police station and fire station {with drive through bays
for trudks) are located on AMcGinnis Avenue.,
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Aerial view overlooking the riverfront.
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NEW SHOPS & HOUSING




Design Study for a New City Hall

Christine G. H. Franck f
October 17, 2605
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MOVING FORWARD

Programs & Initiatives
Support for Economic Development, Eco- &
Heritage Tourism, Brownfield Development,
Grantsmanship, Mitigation & Relocation Assistance

Capital Projects
Priorities for Critical Infrastructure, Parks & Trails,
Main Street Calming, Transitional Housing

Preparing for Private Investment
Work with FEMA, Inspection & Planning
Assistance, Smart Code Calibration & Adoption,
Streamlined Permitting & Pre-Permitting
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